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Regents propose new admissions standards 


fay Balcerzak 


ad 


The Louisiana Board 
of Regents has recently 
proposed statewide admis- 


_ sions requirements for 


state colleges. If imple- 
mented, this would alter 
LSUS’s admission require- 
ments for incoming fresh- 
men and open the door for 
discussion on requirement 
changes for transfer, out- 
of-state, and nontradition- 
al students. 

Dr. Stuart Mills, 
provost and vice chancel- 
lor for academic affairs, 
said that he does have 


concerns over the possibil- 
ity of LSUS becoming a 
more selective college. 
“There are worries 
because we don’t know,” 
Mills said. “We would all 
like better students, but 
we can’t run on fewer stu- 
dents.” 

The drafted proposal 
suggests a statewide sys- 
tem that would place 
LSUS under the category 
of “Selective III,” the low- 
est ranking. This classifi- 
cation would require all 
incoming freshmen to 
have a GPA greater than 
or equal to 2.0 or have an 
ACT composite score of 
20 or higher. Students ful- 
filling either of these 
requirements would have 
to also complete the TOPS 


high school core curricu- 
lum. This would be differ- 
ent from LSUS’s current 
admissions requirements, 
which was created by the 
institution. Currently, 
incoming freshmen must 
have a composite score of 
18 on the ACT or a high 
school grade point average 
of at least 2.3. TOPS 
requirements are not con- 
sidered for basic freshman 
admission. 

In a prepared state- 
ment released last week, 
Louisiana Commissioner 
of Higher Education 
Joseph Savoie stressed the 
importance of raising aca- 
demic standards in our 
state. “Our goal is to cre- 
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SE gee seek written evaluations 


by 
Matthew 
Morris 


An initiative to allow 
deans and department 


chairs to see the written 


comments from student 
evaluations has caused con- 
troversy in the faculty sen- 
ate. 

During last month’s 
meeting, Dr. Beverly Bur- 
den, president of the faculty 
senate, read a resolution 
that said that the repercus- 
sions of allowing adminis- 


trators to see the written 
comments should be stud- 
ied before the policy is 
changed. 

Currently, deans and 
department chairs receive a 
report of the scores given 
as part of the yearly student 
evaluations of professors. 

Dr. Al Vekovius, inter- 
im dean of the college of 
sciences, said he wants 
access to the comments to 
help explain the numbers 
that he receives from the 
evaluations. 

“So, for example, if I 
see that a certain area is 
low or high I can look at 
comments and find the rea- 
son for that,” Vekovius 


said. 

Some senators raised 
concerns over how the 
written comments would be 
used. They mentioned that 
administrators might take 
the comments out of con- 
text. 

“If you get a person in 
there that is petty, they can 
use responses in a negative 
way,” Burden said. 

Burden said the purpose 
of the evaluations is for 
professors to see what areas 
need improvement. “They 
are for constructive devel- 
opment, not punishment,” 
she said. 

Vekovius said he 
wouldn’t use the comments 


Volume 39, Number 4 


Signals 


by Jennifer 
Valeton 


It’s a mystery that 
has plagued LSUS stu- 
dents, faculty and 
alumni for many 
years: Why does the 
ground at LSUS spew 
smoke? I’m sure 
everyone has noticed 
it at sometime or 
another (If you 
haven’t, then it’s 
probably because you 
need to show up for 
class more often). 

For those of you 
who have been daring 
enough to attempt to 
locate the source of 
these spewing foun- 
tains of smoke, you 
have probably found 
that there is no 
mechanical outlet 
from which the smoke 


exits the ground. 
Large circular patches 
of dead grass are the 
only clues. 

According to phys- 
ical plant director Don 
Bloxom, the mystery 
smoke is actually 
steam, which has been 
used since 1967 to 
heat the campus build- 
ings. The steam is 
generated in the cen- 
tral utility building 
and travels through 
underground pipelines 
to each building. 

Bloxom says that 
there are two reasons 
why we occasionally 
see the steam above 
the ground. Whenever 
we get a lot of rain or 
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to evaluate merit, but 
rather to “point out things 
that may be helpful.” 

Both Vekovius and 
Burden said that student 
evaluations should only be 
part of the evaluation 
process. Visits to class- 
rooms and good commu- 
nication within depart- 
ments are considered vital 
to the process of improv- 
ing the quality of teaching 
at LSUS. 
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Calendar 
of events 


Mon Feb. 19 


Society of Reason 
meeting, 5 p.m., 


“Abortion” 


This year, the Almagest 
has had a lot of articles 
dealing with policy contro- 
versy. 

Some students probably 
wonder why we spend so 
much ink dealing with 
things that they don’t really 
care about. 

Most students at LSUS 
are busy. This is a com- 
muter campus, with many 
students working full-time 
and/or caring for families 
in addition to the demands 
of classwork. They don’t 
have time to worry about 
what goes on outside the 
classroom. 

But we should care 
what the overlords of the 
university are planning, 
because what happens in 
administration affects the 
classroom. 

The university is under- 
going a lot of changes. 

Task forces have made 
recommendations that 
could seriously alter our 
educational opportunities. 

The Board of Regents 
is discussing implementing 
new admissions standards. 

The administration is 


revising the university’s 
mission statements. 

But what does all this 
mean to the students? 

After all, isn’t the point 
of coming to LSUS to 
acquire the job skills necce- 
sary to compete in today’s 
work force? 

If you believe that, per- 
haps you should reconsider 
being here at all. 

A University is sup- 
posed to be the place for 
critical thinking. We are 
supposed to be here 
because we are the leaders 
of tommorow: the educated 
elite. 

But a lot of people go 
to college because it is 
what is expected of us as 
young Americans. We’re 
supposed to go to college, 
get a degree, get a menial 
job, marry, produce the 
next generation of drones 
and retire to Florida where 
we’ ll wait to die. 

In the past, university 
students were the revolu- 
tionaries on the front-lines 
of social change. Radicals 
on campus were not a new 
phenomenon of the sixties; 


From the assistant editor 


many of the revolutions in 
history have started in uni- 
versities. 

But now, thoroughly 
indoctrinated into our con- 
sumer culture, we come to 
university to be told what 
to think. 

Like most Americans, 
we’re too busy to care. We 
have to delegate thinking to 
those who do it profession- 
ally. 

Thinking is hard. We 
have politicians, preachers 
and teachers to tell us what 
to think. We’re busy having 
fun: sex, drugs, alcohol, 
money; these are things we 
are concerned about. 

Well, not all of us. 
Thank God there are some 
people here who have taken 
the role of the thinker. 

Are you one of them? 

Let the overlords know 
what you think, if you do. 


Matt 
Morris, 
Assistant 
Editor 
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Editors comment on the SGA 


Dear Chief: 


ON SALE SATURDAY AT 10AM! 


It used to be my duty to be an impartial observer of the Student Government Associa- 
tion SGN But that’s not my job anymore, so my impartiality can now be thrown out the 
window. 

Certainly, there has been some progress since I began going to the meetings. 

SGA President Jason Penry and some of the senators have been making some minor 
steps towards campus improvements, such as their work toward realizing a dead week. 

This is better than past semesters, which were plagued with disappearing senators and 
cancelled meetings. 

Despite this, the SGA still has its share of flaws. 

Often, the senators are harping on useless issues or personal grudges. For every produc- 
tive proposal, there seem to be two worthless issues being shot around by senators dead-set 
on wasting everybody’s time. 

For example, there was major discussion about changing the mascot at LSUS, an issue 
that I have yet to hear any students outside the SGA care about at all. 

Another example is found in the obsession of some senators to change the anti-snack 
policy in the library. 

The policy might create a minor annoyance to students, but it pales in comparison to the 
fact that a lack of funds might result in the loss of journals and books this year, which has 
yet to be discussed at all. 

Besides, certain senators seem to only be using this issue to declare a personally moti- 
vated war on Dr. Alan Gabehart, dean of Noel Memorial Library, and his student workers. 

In other words, time is wasted on petty personal grudges. 

And now that these meetings are only 40 minutes long, the time of the student senators 
is more precious than ever. 

Perhaps, the college could find some extra funding to give the senators much-needed 
lessons in maturity. 

Recently, there was talk in the SGA about trying to create some student feedback on the 
recommendations of the university task forces. 

Since the issues addressed by these task forces concern the restructuring of many 
departments on campus, I hope the SGA will find a way to inspire the students to take part 
in the discussion. 

Why should the students be content to allow politicians and administrators shape the 
future of this campus? 

The student body needs to take advantage of our SGA. 

Maybe then, the title of student senator will mean more than an empty achievement to 
put on a resume. 
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Editor 


I inherited the SGA beat this semester when I joined the Almagest staff. I have never voted in an SGA election, nor did I have any idea who was 
even involved with SGA. I was expecting boring meetings where nothing gets accomplished, and a waste of my Thursday common hour. After my first 
meeting, I realized why a sizable portion of the student body is never heard. None of them care. 

That’s not because they shouldn’t care; it’s because everyone likes to complain, and almost no one wants to actually do something about it. On a 
broader scale, consider the people who complain about George W., but didn’t vote in the presidential election at all. Of course, “Who can choose the worse 
of two evils?” they say. Those people should have just voted for Nader. 

The point of this is: exercise your right to vote and participate in the legislative actions that affect you. Recent acts of SGA authority are the passing 
of the Dead Week proposal (still in need of some clarification, but passed nonetheless) and the elimination of bells. 

Take advantage of a system that is supposed to represent your opinions. Attend SGA meetings, read the task forces’ proposals, tell your senator what 
you want to change about LSUS (besides the mascot). A public forum is tentatively scheduled for March 6 during common hour in front of the UC. SGA 
members will be there to answer questions and hear concerns. 

And if pride in democracy isn’t reason enough to use your vote, keep in mind that SGA is considering giving away those front-row parking spots 
that are marked “SGA Sponsored” to students who vote in the next SGA election. 
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Forensics team attends massacre and plans 
for future travel to Texas in two weeks 


Over the bridge and 
through the woods, the 
LSUS debate team 
drove to Arkansas State 
University in Jones- 
boro, Ark. to attend the 
“Valentine’s Day Mas- 
sacre Speech Tourna- 
ment” during Feb. 8-11. 

The team competed 
against fifteen schools 
from Missouri, Vir- 
ginia, Arkansas, Texas, 
and Louisiana in a vari- 
ety of speaking events 
such as: debate, extem- 
poraneous speaking, 
impromptu speaking, 


and prose interpreta- 
tion. 

Two of the eight 
competing members of 


the team, Trey Bene- 


dict, a speech commu- 
nications junior and 


Jamie Roberts, an edu- 


cational social studies 
sophomore, advanced 
all the way to semi- 
finals in the novice 
division of public 
debate. 

“I’m very happy 
with our performance,” 
said Mary “Jorji” Jarz- 
abek, communications 
instructor and coach of 
the forensics team. 
“Jamie and Trey were 
excellent and the rest 
of the team acquired 
some valuable experi- 
ence and feedback. 
With two weeks to 


practice we should do 
really well in our next 


tournament.” 
The team’s next 


~photo by Mark 
Jaime Roberts and Trey Benedict (I to r) express their enthu- 
siasm over their recent success 


tournament will be a 
two-day trip to Stephen 


F. Austin University in 
Nacogdoches, Tex. dur- 


ing March 3-4. Jarz- 
abek hopes to take 
more people to this 
tournament and is 


} encouraging students to 


join the team. 
“We have a good 


i) team,” she said, “but 


with schedule conflicts 
and what-not, we 


| always have a few 
=| members that can’t 


make it to some of the 


: tournaments. I’d like to 


start bringing around 
twelve to fifteen com- 
petitors to each speech 
meet.” 

Students interested 
in participating can 
contact Jarzabek at 
797-5318 or come by 
her office in Bronson 
Hall 318 for more 
information. 


Preview 2001 brings area high school students to campus 


Brabham 


As students currently 
enrolled at LSUS are 
working diligently to fin- 
ish their education, soon- 
to-be high school grads 
are about to embark on 
their college careers. 
Louisiana high school 
juniors and seniors are 
invited to attend the 
school’s annual recruit- 
ing event — Preview 
2001. The dates are 
March 19-20, and March 
26-27. 


Students can spend 
the first night at the Uni- 
versity Court Apart- 
ments, and the following 
day on campus to visit 
the college of their 
choice, attend class and 
meet with campus orga- 
nizations. Preview 2001 
falls during the Caddo 
and Bossier Parish spring 
break. The school is 
planning radio spots and 
press releases to create 
awareness for the event, 
said Chris Greer, admis- 
sions counselor at LSUS. 
Greer will be attending 
SOC meetings to encour- 
age organization partici- 
pation. “We’re aiming 
for 75 to 80 students 
each session,” he said. 


’ To promote campus 
organizations there will 
be an Organizational 
Showcase set up during 
common hour in the 
Louisiana Room of the 
University Center, on 
Tuesday, March 20, 
Prospective students will 
be able to visit with rep- 
resentatives from the 
organizations. A similar 
expo will be held during 
common hour on the first 
floor of the UC, on 
March 27. Snacks and 
beverages will be served 
at both. 

“This is a great 
opportunity for organiza- 
tions to get involved,” 
said Jason Penry, SGA 
president. 


As a new organiza- 
tion “we’re looking for 
more visibility on cam- 
pus,” said Donna Foster, 
president of the Associa- 
tion of Criminal Justice 
Students. She thinks Pre- 
view will help people 
gain awareness of differ- 
ent organizations. 

The event “plants the 
seed for involvement,” 
said Shannon Murphy, 
director of Student 
Activities and the Uni- 
versity Center. She 
encourages students to 
see the long-term leader- 
ship benefits of campus 
organizations. “They 
(students) have time if 
they want to create 
time,” Murphy said. 


Preview 2001 needs 
the help of campus orga- 
nizations to be a success. 
Clubs must register for a 
booth by March 9. A 
sign-up sheet is in the 
Student Activities office. 
Organizations are 
encouraged to bring 
Greek letters, display 
boards, promotional 
material and as many 
representatives as possi- 
ble. Preview not only 
benefits prospective stu- 
dents, but also gives cur- 
rently enrolled students a 
chance to find out more 
about an organization 
that may be of interest to 
them. 
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Ropes course teaches teamwork and problem-solving 


The addition of a 


low ropes course to the 
campus allows for cam- 
pus organizations to 
participate in a team- 
building activity. The 
course is located north 
of the Health and Physi- 
cal Education Building, 
and offers 13 challenge 
course elements. 
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ate an environment that 
will help students be 
more successful once 
they reach college,” 
Savoie said. “This is an 
ambitious plan that will 
change the nature of 
higher education in 
Louisiana.” 

He also said that he 
could understand some of 
the fears that surround 
the proposal. “Change is 
| uncomfortable and some- 
times frightening but now 
is the time we must focus 
| on what is best for our 
state,” Savoie said. 

So far, there has not 
been much response at 
LSUS concerning this 
J issue. “I’ve tried to share 
this with the faculty,” 
Mills said. “But there 
hasn’t been a strong reac- 
tion yet.” 

He said that part of 
the reason might be 
because the changes 
appear to be slight. “It 
isn’t a fundamental 


A grant from the 


Board of Regents 
Undergraduate Enhance- 
ment Fund paid for the 
$17,000 course. Dr. 
Timothy P. Winter, chair 
of the kinesiology and 
health science depart- 
ment, made the ropes 
course a personal pro- 
ject and now leads 
groups through the 
course activities. Winter 
has trained in four ses- 
sions of Project Adven- 
ture, Inc., a company 
that designs and con- 
structs challenge ropes 
courses. 


“You do not have to 


change we’re facing like 
other schools,” Mills 
said. “We already have 
selective admissions.” 
Currently, Grambling 
State University and 
Southern University at 
New Orleans have open 
admissions. Under the 


' current proposal, these 


colleges would also be 
placed within the Board 
of Regents’s categories 
for admissions require- 
ments. 

Despite the current 
lack of any strong reac- 
tion on campus, the 
implementing of stricter 
admissions requirements 
could affect LSUS’s 
enrollment numbers. The 
campus has been experi- 
encing a lack of substan- 
tial growth for the last 15 
years with a total enroll- 
ment of around 4,000 stu- 
dents per semester. In 
1999, more than 500 of 
these students were 
incoming freshmen. The 
concern is that this cru- 
cial block of students 


be an athlete to suc- 
ceed,” Winter said. “The 
goal is to try to get a 
group to interact. We 
want the group to talk to 
each other, work togeth- 
er and solve problems.” 
The course includes 
activities such as The 
Beam, Fidgit Ladder, 
Mohawk Walk, Nitro 
Crossing and Spider’s 
Web. These activities 
stress problem solving 
and teamwork, with the 
goal of creating cama- 
raderie and communica- 
tion. 
American Humanics 
and the Student Man- 


might be directly affected 
by the changes. Accord- 
ing to figures of the ACT 
scores sent to our campus 
in 1999, the mean com- 
posite was at 20.3. In 
other words, the higher 
ACT requirements might 
be a crucial factor for 
projecting future fresh- 
men enrollment. 

Mills believes that 
many students on campus 
might respond favorably 
to the changes. “I think 
students would like to go 
to a more selective 
school,” he said. “There 
would have to be enough 
students to justify a col- 
lege though.” 

Sabrina Hunt, a 
sophomore English 
major, believes that 
requiring students to 
improve their past 
achievements to enter 
college might be needed 
in the state. “It would 
affect the high schools 
just as much as the col- 
leges,” Hunt said. “It 
would influence their 


agement Club have used 
the course. The Teen 
Summer Institute has 
also participated. Possi- 
bly, the course may be 
used for intramural 
games and outside busi- 
ness groups. Winter 
hopes to add high ropes, 
a climbing wall and rap- 
pelling tower. 

Shannon Murphy, 
faculty advisor to the 
Student Activities 
Board, said: “Many 
groups go off campus 
and pay for this service. 
We are very fortunate to 
have the course and 
encourage students to 


Proposal for admissions standards requires higher ACT scores 


efforts to prepare students 
for college. But maybe 
that needs to be done.” 

Kevin Thomas, a 
senior biochemistry 
major, has mixed feelings 
over the proposal. “Rais- 
ing academic standards is 
always best for the core 
of an institution,” 
Thomas said. “But at the 
same time, this is a state 
college and a decrease in 
enrollment could affect 
our income.” 

The other categories 
proposed by the Regents 
offer even stricter admis- 
sions requirements. The 
“Selective I” category 
would require a GPA 
greater than or equal to 
3.0 or an ACT score of 
25 or higher. “Selective 
II” requires a GPA of 
greater than or equal to 
2.5 or an ACT score of 
23 or higher. Every stu- 
dent would also have to 
complete the TOPS high 


‘school core curriculum. 


The admissions criteria 
would not be fully imple- 


mission statements for 


take up the challenge.” 

The course takes 
about three hours to 
complete and is free to 
campus organizations. 
Donations are encour- 
aged to provide funding 
for future additions to 
the course. 

Interested groups 
may call Dr. Winter at 
797-5344 or visit the 
Department of Kinesiol- 
ogy and Health Science, 
HPE 207. 

Students are not per- 
mitted to use the course 
without Winter’s super- 
vision. 


mented till the year 2005 
in order to allow high 
school students to meet 
the requirements by their 
high school graduations. 
Each college would also 
be permitted to enroll up 
to 15 percent of its enter- 
ing class as exceptions in 
accordance with the cur- 
rent Desegregation Settle- 
ment Agreement in 
Louisiana. 

The proposal is all 
part of the Regents’ new 
master plan, which con- 
sists of four parts: revis- 
ing the funding formula 
to college and universi- 
ties; revising the specific 
goals, objectives, and tar- 
gets for all post sec- 
ondary education, estab- 
lishing statewide admis- 
sions requirements; and 
requiring clearly defined 


each institution. The pro- 
posed master plan is 
scheduled for final board 
action at a March 22 
meeting. 
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Mystery clouds are steam 


when there is a break or 
crack in one of the 
pipes. 

The steam is not 


according to Bloxom. 
However, I would 
not recommend that you 
stand directly over these 
steaming spots 
for extended 
~~ periods of time 
or make them 
your new 
>) sauna. After all, 
* if the steam can 
kill the grass by 
_ = coming in con- 
© tact with it for 
= extended peri- 
photo by Mark Rogers] Ods of time, 
then it is not 
entirely wise for 
humans to do the same. 
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when the Red River is 
at or near flood stage 
the water table rises. 
When the ground- 
water rises high 
enough to touch 
the hot pipes, 
steam is created. 
The steam 
builds up pressure ~ 
below the ground, 
and the only place #@ 
for it to release is Fam 
up through the 
ground, resulting 
in the spewing 
steam that we see. 


The La Brea tar pits of LSUS 


dangerous to be around 
or even to walk through, 


Steam can also be see 
coming from the ground 


a) After a math test, each of the 25 students in the class got a peek at the teacher’s grade sheet. 
Each student noticed five A’s. No student saw all of the grades and no student saw his or 
her own grade. What is the minimum number of students who scored an A on this test? 

b) Determine the largest possible number of acute angles in a convex polygon. 


Last weeks problem: 
a) Determine the next term in the sequence 77, 49, 36, 18.... 
b) Using the digits 0 through 9, determine the next term in the sequence 8, 5, 4, 9, 1... 
Solution: 
a) Notice that each nutnber in the sequence is the product of the two digits from the previous 
number. So, 7x 7=49, 4x 9 = 36, ete. 
b) Write the sequence 0, 1, 2,..., 9 in English, Then put it in alphabetic order. 


Please submit your answers in writing to Dr. Vekovius in Science 104, or on the internet to Indul- 
gences will be granted for correct answers. Others plan to take an air conditioner... 


LEQTF awards grants 
to departments and 
research projects 


by 
Lana 
Parshina 


Teaching and research 
grants from the Louisiana 
Education Quality Trust 
Fund (LEQTF) will boost 
LSUS educational projects 
this year. Various disci- 
plines will be awarded 
from the funds for devel- 
opment. 

The Louisiana Legisla- 
ture and voters established 
the LEQTF in 1986 with 
$541 million in offshore 
oil and gas revenues from 
a settlement with the fed- 
eral government. The 
Louisiana Department of 
the Treasury invests the 
assets of the fund, which 
have reached $852 million, 
and distributes its earning 
between the Board of 
Regents and Board of Ele- 
mentary and Secondary 
Education (BESE) for pro- 
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jects. Over the life of the 
fund, earnings from the 
LEQTF have provided 
$724 million to the Board 
of Regents and BESE. 

State Treasurer John 
Neely Kennedy said, “The 
LEQTF is one of the 
biggest hidden success sto- 
ries in government.” 

In the last year, the 
LEQTF grants helped to 
fund three humanities, two 
social science, five biolog- 
ical science, four engineer- 
ing and two computer sci- 
ence projects at LSUS. 

“Disciplines which 
benefit from the program 
vary each year,” said Dr. 
Stuart Mills, provost and 
vice chancellor of academ- 
ic affairs. 

The fund also helps to 
pay for professorships, 
endowed chairs and 
recruitment of superior 
graduate students. 

Compared to last 
year’s budget, the amount 
of money LSUS will get 
for developing programs 
has almost doubled. 


g 
é 


Non-profit organization 
administration club formed 


In the summer of 
1999 LSUS introduced 
the Masters of Science 
in Human Services 
Administration, a degree 
program primarily 
focused on non-profit 
organization administra- 
tion. The program cov- 
ers the initial set-up and 
management of different 
types of not-for-profits. 

In light of the esti- 
mated 3,000 non-profit 
organizations in the 
Shreveport/Bossier area 
alone, the program has 
been a welcome addi- 
tion and will bear its 
“first fruits” this May as 
the first graduating 
class prepares to march 
in commencement exer- 
cises. 

Recently, with the 
aid of Dr. Norman 
Dolch, professor of his- 
tory/social sciences, stu- 
dents involved in this 
degree program have 
formed a student organi- 
zation called the Society 
of Human Services 
Administration (SHSA). 
Last fall, the team of 
students dedicated to 
the vision of a student 
organization met and 
agreed on a constitution. 
Marcelette Ashley, pres- 
ident of SHSA, says it 
has taken a long time to 
get the recognition they 
have desired for this 
organization. She is 


proud that this spring 
will mark its official 

debut on the campus 

agenda. 

Even though SHSA 
is in its infancy, plans 
are already underway 
for the spring semester. 
According to Ashley, 
there are plans for the 
presence of an SHSA 
booth at the Spring 
Fling. SHSA members 
will use the booth to 
promote their first 
major event scheduled 
for April. 

“Right now we are 
planning a fund-raiser 
which is tentatively 
scheduled for April 26. 
It will be held in the 
Ballroom of the LSUS 
student activities cen- 
ter,” Ashley said. “Our 
goal is to establish a 
scholarship fund.” 

SHSA is not a typi- 
cal student organization 
because its membership 
is made up of graduate 
students who don’t 
come to LSUS all day, 
every day. This factor 
hinders their ability to 
meet at common hour. 
As it now stands, the 
meetings are set for the 
third Thursday of each 
month in Bronson Hall, 
Room 465. 

“The major focus of 
SHSA is to develop a 


’ support group of profes- 


sionals involved in non- 
profit administration 
positions who will be 
able to serve as mentors 
to future students in this 
area of study,” Ashley 
said. “We also simply 
want to shed light on 
non-profit organization 
administration.” 


Kay Thornton-Fitts, 
a member of SHSA, said 
that its members desire 
to do things in the com- 
munity that other cam- 
puses are often known 
for doing, things for 
which LSUS is often not 
well known. 

“Potential develop- 
ments for the future 
include food drives, on 
days other than holi- 
days, that will support 
local missions and 
working within existing 
agencies to gain knowl- 
edge,” Fitts said. “Dr. 
Dolch has an additional 
desire to see the organi- 
zation work toward 
bringing in seminars 
that will be beneficial to 
the program as well.” 

Ashley enthusiasti- 
cally acknowledges the 
new program as 
“immensely rewarding” 
and “student friendly.” 
She adds that it is a 
well-rounded organiza- 
tion which boasts mem- 
bership from the likes 
of ministers, govern- 
mental non-profits, 
independent non-profits, 
and others who have 
established their own 
non-profits. 

The members of 
SHSA encourage stu- 
dents who have had 
classes with Dr. Dolch 
or who just have a gen- 
eral interest in non- 
profit organizations to 
support the fund-raiser 
this spring. For more 
information about 
SHSA, Marcelette Ash- 
ley can be reached at 
424-0599. 
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Ninety-eight percent 
of freshmen involved in 
the Freshman Focus pro- 
gram say that the benefits 
received from the pro-— 
gram were worth the time 
and effort put into it. 


Freshmen Focus program 
is designed to provide 
first-year students with 
individual support to help 
with the transition into the 
university academic and 
social environment. 

The program involves 


mentor. Each touches on 
‘subjects such as tracking 
academic progress and 
identifying problem areas 
in study skills. 

The program is in 
conjunction with the Stu- 
dent Success Series as a 
requirement for freshmen 
receiving LSUS scholar- 
ships. 

At the end of the Fall 
semester, participants of 
the program filled out an 
evaluation form. The 
overall impression of the 
evaluation results was that 
the program is a success. 

When asked, “Were 
helpful answers received 
(from the SOAR men- 
tors)?” 92 percent 
answered, “Always.” 

~ When asked, “If assis- 
tance were needed in the 
future, would you talk to 
(your) mentor?” 99.6 per- 
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Students report benefits 
of new freshman program 


three sessions with a Soar 


_ referral in that student’s 
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cent answered, “Yes.” 

When asked, “Do you 
plan to return to LSUS in 
the Spring semester?” 97 
percent answered, “Yes.” 

“T know the program 
is effective and worth the 
time invested into it 
because of the evalua- 
tions,” said Paula K. 
Lewis, director of Student 
Development and Coun- 
seling Center. 

However, when asked 
on the evaluation, “Were 
you referred to 
campus/community 
resources?” 30 percent 
answered “No.” . 

“T believe that some 
of the students just misun- 
derstood the question. For 
this reason, the figure is 
misleading. In fact, about 
80 to 85 percent of the 
students were referred to 
resources.” Lewis said. 
Whenever a resource was 
recommended, Lewis said 
that mentors noted the 


file. Lewis said that she 
plans to have each stu- 
dent’s referral counted to 
get a more accurate count. 

Lewis said that the 
program is designed to 
promote freshman success 
as well as create ties 
between students and the 
university that will ulti- 
mately lead to student 
retention. In fact, 95 per- 
cent of the participants of 
Freshmen Focus re- 
enrolled for the Spring 
2001 semester with or 
without LSUS scholar- 
ships. 

“Our overall goal is to 
expand the program to 
help all first-time fresh- 
men,” Lewis said. 
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Center focuses on making “better writers, not better papers.” 


by 
Scott 
Balcerzak 


Located in a secluded 
comer on the first floor of 
Bronson Hall, the universi- 
ty writing center is often 
overlooked by many of the 
students at LSUS. But this 
semester there has been an 
attempt by its staff and 
members of the Liberal 
Arts faculty to make its 
presence better known. 

“This semester, there 
has been a steady flow of 
students,” said Fred Wat- 
son, a sophomore elemen- 
tary and special education 
major and writing center 
tutor. “Part of the reason 
for that is because some 


English classes require stu- 


dents to come here.” 
The center has been 
operating on cam- 
pus for many years 
now, but this 
semester there has 
been a push to 
advertise it more 
by placing numer- 
ous fliers around 
campus. The cen- 
ter also sponsored 
a workshop on 
Feb. 8 entitled 
“The Writing 
Process,” which 
allowed students 
to come and see 
what facilities are 


the center. “I sincerely 
enjoy helping people with 
their papers, ‘f Ward said. 


give them, self confi- 


Ward extolled the ben- 


make it fun so students 
will enjoy coming in here.” 


Watson believes that 
the focus of the writ- 
ing center has always 
been on improving 
writers as opposed to 
4} simply checking 
papers for grammati- 
cal errors. 

“Students who 
come here should 
expect to learn how to 
improve their writing 
skills,” Watson said. 
“We’re here to make 
better writers, not bet- 
ter papers.” 

The university 
writing center is 


F photo by Matthew Morris 2 
available to them. |Patricia McDearmont discusses her writing with tutor Stephanie Johnson. located in Room 114 
Robb Ward, a of Bronson Hall and 


is currently open from 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday- 
Thursday and 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m. on Fridays. 


tutor who is currently 
working on his master’s in 
sociology, finds personal 
satisfaction in his work at 


“Most students who come 


over here only lac’. self 


confidence with their writ- 
ing. That’s what we try to 


Math students Weatherly & 
Fletcher pass Actuarial exam 


by 
Miller 


Rountree 


LSUS students Brad 
Weatherly and David 
Fletcher have passed the 
Actuarial Math exam. The 


_ examination thoroughly 


tests advanced probability, 


- calculus and risk theory. 


Only 857 people in the 
world passed the exam in 
November. 

Actuary is a specialty in 
the mathematics of risk, 
especially as it relates to 
insurance calculation such 
as premiums, reserves, divi- 
dends, and annuity rates. 
Weatherly and Fletcher are 
currently studying for 


exams two and three. 

Exam two tests knowl- 
edge in macro/microeco- 
nomic theory, finance theo- 
ry, and interest theory. 

Exam three covers actu- 
arial models. 


“David and I are 
thrilled that we passed the 
exam,” Weatherly said. “It 
is a huge accomplishment 
for us, but actually speaks 


wonders about the quality 
of our math department. 
They did not just teach us 
the material, they taught us 
how to think for ourselves. I 
cannot thank Dr. Vekovius 
enough for the time and 
effort he put 
» into dragging us 
. . through the 
material.” 


erly and Fletch- 
? er are math 
majors and will 
graduate this 
spring. Weather- 
j ly is currently 


wizards Brad Weatherly and David) Math Club and 


- by Mark Rogers | president of the 
Math 
Fletcher (I to r). a former SGA 


senator. As of right now, 
William M. Mercer, Blue 
Cross and Merrill Lynch in 
Dallas, Texas are recruiting 
both of them. 


efits to students who have 
used the center. “I see a lot 
of improvements,” Ward 
said. “And J always try to 


Both Weath- 
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Ladies: Look for a 


goldfinch 


Whenever Valen- 
tine’s Day approaches, 
many of us think of 
hearts, candy, flowers 
and a special evening 
with a sweetheart. We 
envision Cupid with his 
arrow, and we think of 
romantic happenings in 
our lives, both real and 
imaginary. 

But what is the real 
meaning of Valentine’s 
Day? How did it come 
about? Well, a little 
research has rendered 
some interesting facts. 
Let me share a few with 
you, 

Birds? Apple seeds? 
WOLVES??? Yes, these 
all contribute to the 
reason we celebrate 
Valentine’s Day. During 
the Middle Ages, it was 
believed that if a 
woman cut open an 
apple on Feb. 14, then 
the number of seeds 
inside would tell her 
the number of children 
she would have. On the 
contrary, thanks to 
some minor research 
developments in biolo- 
gy, we.now know that 
apple seeds have little 
to do with fertility. 

Despite the nick- 
name “lover’s holiday,” 
Valentine’s Day hasn’t 
always been one that 
sparked ideas of roman- 
ticism. In ancient 
Rome, men used to tear 
strips of animal hide 
and beat the women of 


overhead 


the city. This was 
designed to protect 
Rome from wolves. I, 
personally, being 
female, do not see the 
correlation between 
women and wolves, but 
apparently, those in the 
past have. 

Birds play a double 
role in V-Day’s history. 
First, birds were 
believed to have picked 
their mate on Feb. 14. 
Second, some people 
used to believe that ifa 
woman saw a robin fly 
over her head on this 
day, it meant she would 
marry a Sailor; if she 
saw a sparrow, she’d 
marry a poor man, and 
be very happy; if she 
saw a goldfinch, she’d 
marry a millionaire. 
Ladies, heads up! 

Well, like they say, 
“that’s history.” But not 
really. Valentine’s Day 
still takes place, just 
not like it used to 
(thank goodness, says 
this author). 

Enough of the 
Romans, what do peo- 
ple at LSUS think of 
this romantic celebra- 
tion? “It’s definitely the 
most confusing holiday. 
If I don’t get the right 
thing, I’ll be in the dog- 
house,” says Kris Petty, 
junior business major. 

Will Wissman, 
senior management 
major, takes another 
view: “It’s a girl’s hol- 
iday. They get roses, 
cards, and all this stuff. 
Guys get an empty wal- 
let.” Okay, maybe so, 
but the Super Bowl’s a 
holiday...isn’t it? 


Tee Si 10 P\easens 


you wi]] need a 
wirelese pheonel 


. Calling home, 
need MONEY! 


Need pizzal 


SRE iS Ss agers Mea ATIVE em 


To look cool while walking 
from class to class. 


. calling home, need 
MORE MONEY! 


- Cause mom and dad are paying 
the bill. 


- To find out where the midnight 
perty study session is. 


No call waiting in the dorms. 


8. Caller I.D. to avoid those 
umnecessary phone calls. 


To keep track of your 
significant other. 


\ 10. Because Sprint PCS offers 
\ FREE LONG DISTANCE! 


“el 


The average dorm phone cost for a college student is $80 a month! With Sprint PCS, you can get 2000 minutes a 
month, which include Nationwide Long Distance, for only $49.99. Receive a FREE earbud and t-shirt when you 
sign up with Sprint PCS and show your college identification. 


The versatility of our wireless phone plans makes dorm phones obsolete. With Sprint PCS Nationwide Long 
Distance you can call home more, especially when you need money. Ask your sales representative for details. 


The clear alternative ta cellular” 


=<} Sprint. Sprint PCS* 


A Sprint PCS Network Partner US Unwired, 


Some renincvons apply Free ln avesiabie anty at Spnat PCS storea wath ectwenen ons quattyng sien, Uread-cme promotonel cffers may nat be combned wih other pramrnans Coc bun. cOttests oF CeDOME. Long drupacea 
is Scleded wah Sores PCS slant Reammng calle and munctes in excect of plan enactes are ost mehoded overage rates very by plan 


rue long-detance catty made wile reameng of the Sprit PCS Merwort are charged at an eddtionel $0.25 per menute Night A Weekend Minutes are 
Mandey Thursday fom Tam anc Fratay tpt Mocday Tam ©7200! Spret Specewm | F Al rights reserved. Spnet, Spnen PCS, Sprint PCS Wireiens Web. Soret PCS Phone sng the diamond lege sre trademarks of Sprint 
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LSUS campus police blotter 


February 2 
3:40 a.m. A fire was reported in an apartment at UCA. Police found that 
the fire was out and the apartment was full of smoke. The fire department was 
called to check that the fire really was out. The residents of the apartment 
had apparently left a pot on the stove cooking. There were no injuries, but 
there was damage to the stove area. 


February 4 
11:50 a.m. A woman from UCA said that she had been visited the day before 
by her boyfriend and his cousin. The boyfriend had apparently visited to ter- 
minate his relationship with the resident. She said that a few minutes after 
they left, the boyfriend called to ask if anything was missing from her apart- 
ment because his cousin had a VCR, Playstation and other items in his car and 
they didn’t know where they came from. The woman did not find anything miss- 
ing, but has three roommates and would check with them. One of the roommates 
was not home but gave permission for Campus police to check her room. Nothing 
was missing. Another roommate had her sister check her bedroom and the sister 
did not find anything missing but took an iguana and a tank from the apart- 
ment. One roommate did report a VCR, Playstation and other items missing from 
her bedroom. Shreveport police checked area rawn shops for the missing items 
and talked to the boyfriend. The boyfriend reported that the cousin had pawned 
the missing items. The boyfriend said he would return the items to the owner. 
Later, two men came to the apartment and said that the boyfriend had given 
them gas money and $4 to deliver some of the items to UCA. The next day anoth- 
er woman returned the rest of the allegedly stolen property to the UCA. 
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ve GONGFARMER BY RANDY REGIER 


IM LETTING You 


OUT 2 
were GD Si 


Letter to the Editor: 


Meatropolis should be GREAT! 


proud that Captain RibMan @eSesa ad 
FROM JHE 


protects us! He'sabetter PyVRyayy-— 7a 
superhero than Christopher psasgeeenecad 


i REGARDING 
Reeves or Michael Keaton. 


Sincerely, A Smart Citizen. 


——**Send™* 


NoT FINE THEN- 

HOW AM TL 
GONNA MAKE 
RENT NOW? 


IM OFTEN CURIOUS AS To 
WHAT MY DREAMS MEAN, BUT 
NOT THIS TIME. Z DONT 
EVEN WANT TO KNOW, 


OF THE THEORY 
THERE'S NO SUCH 
Dear "Smart Citizen": THING AS BAD 


Your IP address is the same as PUBLICITY, 


Captain RibMan's. We forwarded 
your e-mail to the City Attorney 
for prosecution. You have 
committed fraud. That's an 
impeachable offense, Captain. 


Sincerely, The Daily Weekly. 


